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SUBJECT: OTTAWAY ARTICLE ON AFFECT OF U.S. POLICY ON 
MODERATE SOUTH AFRICANS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DAVID OTTAWAY ARTICLE IN JUNE 29 
WASHINGTON POST, ENTITLED, "BACKLASH AGAINST U.S. ENGULFS 
SOUTH AFRICAN MODERATES." 

2. JOHANNESBURG - GROWING U.S. GOVERNMENT PRESSURE FOR RADI- 
CAL CHANGES IN SOUTH AFRICA'S RACIAL POLICIES IS CREATING A 
RIGHT-WING WHITE BACKLASH THAT IS COMPLICATING THE VERY 
REFORM PROCESS IT IS ATTEMPTING TO STIMULATE, ACCORDING TO 
AFRIKANER MODERATES. 

THE GROUNDSWELL REACTION HAS BECOME SO STRONG THAT EVEN THE 
AFRIKANER VERLIGTE (LIBERAL) WING OF THE RULING NATIONAL 
PARTY IS BEING FORCED RIGHTWARD TO TAKE UP WHITE SOUTH 
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AFRICA'S DEFENSE AGAINST AMERICAN DEMANDS FOR BLACK MAJORITY 
RULE. 

THE RIGHT-WING BACKLASH COMES AT A DELICATE TIME IN NATIONAL 
PARTY POLITICS. THE PARTY'S VERLIGTE WING IS ATTEMPTING TO 
PERSUADE THE MAJORITY VERKRAMPTE (NARROW) FACTION TO 
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ABANDON THE POLICY OF APARTHEID, OR STRICT RACIAL SEGREGA- 
TION, AND TO ACCEPT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CONFEDERATION 
IN WHICH ALL RACES WOULD SHARE IN DECISION MAKING AT THE 
NATIONAL LEVEL. 

"THE STRATEGY OF THE UNITED STATES CAN BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, 
WARNED CAS DE VILLIERS, DIRECTOR OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ASSOCIATION, AN ORGANIZATION OF THE MODERATE WING OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. "IF AMERICA REALLY WANTS CHANGE 
IT SHOULD HEED TO A DELICATE BALANCE BETWEEN THE CARROT AND 
STICK." 

SO FAR, HE INDICATED, IT HAS BEEN ALL STICK, AND NEITHER 
THE UNITED STATES NOR ANY OTHER COUNTRY HAS GIVEN SOUTH 
AFRICA ANY PUBLIC CREDIT FOR EVEN THE FEW CHANGES THAT HAVE 
BEEN INTRODUCED. BECAUSE OF THIS, THE VERLIGTES, OR MODER- 
ATES, OF THE RULING PARTY ARE HARD PRESSED TO SHOW ANY 
DIVIDENDS FOR THEIR PROPOSED POLICIES. 

A SIMILAR WARNING, COUCHED IN SLIGHTLY MORE DIPLOMATIC 
LANGUAGE, CAME FROM SPORTS AND EDUCATION MINISTER PIET J. 
KOORNHOF, WHO IS PRESENTLY LEADING THE AFRIKANER MODERATES' 
DRIVE TO SCRAP APARTHEID AND ESTABLISH THE ETHNICALLY BASED 
CONFEDERATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

IN AN INTERVIEW IN CAPE TOWN LAST WEEK, KOORNHOF POINTED TO 
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HIS OWN EXPERIENCE IN SPORTS. HIS EFFORTS TO INTEGRATE 
MATCHES AND TEAMS HAVE RESULTED SO FAR ONLY IN THE INCREASED 
ISOLATION OF SOUTH AFRICA FROM INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION. 

WHILE THE FEW STEPS KOORNHOF HAS MANAGED TO TAKE IN DESE- 
GREGATING SPORTS HERE SEEM INSIGNIFICANT ABROAD, THEY ARE 
STILL MUCH CRITICIZED AND OPPOSED BY CONSERVATIVE AFRIKA- 
NERS, WHO SEE SUCH CONCESSIONS AS THE BEGINNING OF THE END 
OF APARTHEID. KOORNHOF IS THUS IN A DELICATE POSITION AT 
HOME, WITH PRACTICALLY NO INTERNATIONAL RESULTS TO SHOW FOR 
HIS EFFORTS. 

SIGNS OF THE WHITE BACKLASH AGAINST THE UNITED STATES AND 
ANY FURTHER "CONCESSIONS" ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
APPARENT IN THE MEDIA AND ELSEWHERE. AN ARTICLE IN THE 
MODERATE AFRIKAANS-LANGUAGE DIE VADERLAND ON FRIDAY SAID 
THERE WAS A GROWING FEELING AMONG AFRIKANER WHITES OF 
"HALT NOW" SINCE CONCESSIONS WERE GETTING SOUTH AFRICA 
NOWHERE. 

"WHY SHOULD PARKS, THEATERS AND EVERYTHING ELSE BE SHARED 
IF ULTIMATELY WE ARE NOT GAINING ANYTHING FOR DOING THIS?" 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THE NEWSPAPER QUOTED WHITES AS ASKING. 

THE RIGHT-WING ENGLISH-LANGUAGE MORNING NEWSPAPER, THE 
CITIZEN, RAN A 10-PART SERIES ENTITLED "SECRET U.S. WAR 
AGAINST SA," (SOUTH AFRICA), IN WHICH THE LOCALLY WELL- 
KNOWN WRITER, AIDA PARKER, ALLEGES THAT THE "LIBERAL INTER- 
NATIONAL WING" OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND THE CIA ARE 
WAGING A WELL-FINANCED CAMPAIGN TO OVERTHROW WHITE RULE 
HERE. 

"THE WAR NOW BEING WAGED IS TO INSURE THAT THE END OF WHITE 
RULE AND THE SUBSTITUTION OF BLACK MAJORITY RULE, IS 
ACHIEVED AS SPEEDILY AS POSSIBLE- AND THAT WHEN THE BLACKS 
TAKE OVER, THE U.S. WILL HAVE A SPECIAL AND FRIENDLY RELA- 
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TIONSHIP WITH THEM, WHETHER THEY ARE PRO OR ANTI-MARXIST," 

SAID PARKER. 

THE CITIZEN IS NOT AS WIDELY READ AS THE LIBERAL ENGLISH- 
LANGUAGE RAND DAILY MAIL, BUT THE THEME OF PARKER S 
ARTICLE HAS OBVIOUSLY HIT RAW NERVES AMONG WHITES AND IS 
BEING REPEATED IN MODERATE QUARTERS AS WELL. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL VERLIGTE EDITOR OF THE 
AFRIKAANS-LANGUAGE DIE TRANVALER, WILLIAM DE KLERK, WHO 
HAS JUST RETURNED FROM A THREE- WEEK TOUR OF THE UNITED 
STATES, WROTE LAST WEEK THAT WHITE SOUTH AFRICA HAS TO 
TAKE A FIRM STAND AGAINST AMERICAN PRESSURE FOR BLACK 
MAJORITY RULE AND A TOTAL OPEN SOCIETY. 

THE AFRIKANER EDITOR SAID IT WOULD ALSO BE "HUMILIATING 
AND SPINELESS WEAKNESS" FOR WHITE SOUTH AFRICA TO GIVE IN 
TO THE AMERICAN DEMAND. HE URGED A POLICY OF MEETING 
AMERICAN THREATS WITH COUNTER-THREATS AND AMERICAN INTRANSI- 
GENCE WITH COUNTER-INTRANSIGENCE. 

THE WHITE BACKLASH AGAINST AMERICAN PRESSURE IS TAKING 
OTHER FORMS: THE U.S. INFORMATION SERVICE OFFICE IN 
JOHANNESBURG HAS GOTTEN A FEW "HATE CALLS" AS A RESULT OF 
THE CITIZEN SERIES, AND ON MONDAY ANTI-AMERICAN SLOGANS- 
"WE HATE AMERICANS" AND "YAN KE E FIRMS GET OUT"-APPEARED 
FOR THE FIRST TIME ALONG THE HIGHWAY TO THE AIRPORT. 

ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO HARD EVIDENCE THERE IS A FEELING 
AMONG SOME OUTSIDE OBSERVERS HERE THAT THE ANTI-AMERICAN 
CAMPAIGN MAY HAVE THE QUIET BACKING OF VERKRAMPT ELEMENTS 
IN THE GOVERNMENT WHO ARE NOW DIGGING IN THEIR HEELS 
AGAINST ANY FURTHER CHANGES. 
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IN ANY CASE, AFRIKANER LIBERALS FEEL THE CARTER ADMINISTRA- 
TION HAS BLUNDERED BADLY IN ITS CAMPAIGN TO ACCELERATE 
CHANGE INSIDE WHITE SOUTH AFRICA BY ITS PUBLIC DEMANDS FOR 
MAJORITY RULE AND ONE-MAN, ONE- VOTE. 

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE FOLLOWED THE WRONG STRATEGY BY 
BEGINNING WITH WHAT WE REGARD AS THE 'NON-NEGOTIABLES,'" 

DE VILLIERS SAID OF MONDALE'S MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER 
JOHN VORSTER IN VIENNA LAST MONTH. "HE COULD HAVE BEEN 
HIGHLY CRITICAL OF WHAT IS GOING ON HERE, BUT WHY DID HE 
TOUCH ON THE MOST SENSITIVE ISSUE FIRST? 

"IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER IF THE MONDALE- VORSTER MEETING 
HAD NOT TAKEN PLACE. IT WAS COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE TO BRING 
ING ABOUT CHANGE HERE." CHRISTOPHER 
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